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BARKS

drop of solution of potash ; the colour deepens, and the section
expands. Solution of caustic potash is frequently preferable to
chloral hydrate, especially for hard barks and for such as con-
tain much colouring matter resulting from the decomposition

of tannin. Allow a few
sections to stand in
dilute glycerin for sub-
sequent examination of
the cell contents (see
P. 183).
Observe the cork cells ;

cat        they   aie   V6ry  narrow>

-ca.ox. flattened, and contain
a  deep   reddish-brown
amorphous   substance,
even   after   treatment
with    caustic    potash.
Next to the cork there
is often a phelloderm of
varying thickness ; the
cells are very much less
coloured than those of
the   cork   or   primary
cortex.

The primary cortex
in young barks is often
of considerable width ;

.......m-r- its  inner  limit  is  not

very well defined, but
on examination large,
isolated, usually empty
cells may be discerned
near the commencement
of the bast rays ; they
form a diffuse ring near
the junction of the pri-

